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January 7, 2011

Monica Gonzales

Department of Housing and Urban Development
Office of Planning and Community Development
PO Box 906

Albuquerque, New Mexico87103-0906

Re:

2011-2015 Consolidated Plan
2011 Action Plan

Dear Ms. Gonzales:

In response to your December 23, 2010, e-mail regarding your review of these documents, we provide
the following responses (emphasis added):

Consolidated Plan

1.

Consultation Process — This narrative should discuss consultation with the following: Housing
Services, Social Services, Fair Housing Services, Health Services, Homeless Services, Chronically
Homeless, Lead-Based Paint, Adjacent Government, State (Non-housing), County (Metro. City),
Metro. Planning Agencies, HOPWA, PHA Plan. On Page 22, D. Consultation Activities and E.
Efforts to Enhance Citizen Involvement, in conjunction with more extensive listings in Appendix
D, provide this information. Some of the entities consulted include advocacy groups for persons
with disabilities, mayors, county managers and commissioners, persons interested in the CDBG
program, persons interested in the HOME program, persons associated with Continuum of Care
organizations, the New Mexico Department of Health, the FHEQ officer at HUD’s local
Albuquerque office, and the New Mexico Human Rights Bureau. Further, the MFA conducted an
Analysis of Impediments during 2010, including consultation with the MFA Board, the New
Mexico Board of Realtors, the New Mexico Bankers Association, and 216 persons who
completed the 2010 Fair Housing Survey, which included representatives of: housing groups,
minority organizations, disability resource groups, property management associations, and
others groups involved in the fair housing arena.

Identify the extent of homelessness by racial/ethnic group, if this information is available.
Neither the Statewide Point In Time Count, the U.S. Census Bureau or the Continuums of Care
capture data to describe the extent of homelessness by racial/ethnic groups. Data supplied by
the CoCs, given at pages 80 to 82, are age, gender, and veteran status of the homeless
population.
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3. Describe the strategy for helping homeless persons (especially persons that are chronically

homeless) make the transition to permanent housing and independent living. The CoC
discussion, beginning at page 78, describes collectively, these strategies — implemented by
partnering agencies and the local Continua of Care — comprise the state’s system to address
homelessness and to help low-income families from becoming homeless. Strategies for reaching
out to homeless persons and assessing their individual needs are carried out by these Continua.

Action Plan

1.

Public Housing discussion. There are a total of 40 PHAs and 32 of them must comply with the
State Consolidated Plan. However, neither the State nor MFA operates public housing and
therefore they do not plan resident initiatives. Efforts to collaborate more extensively with
those PHAs are underway. MFA plans to continue its successful partnerships with Public
Housing Authorities (PHAs) on the Section 8 Homeownership initiative. MFA will provide
PaymentSaver funds for down payment and closing cost assistance—“Smart Choice” —to
complement Section 8 funds used by former public housing residents to purchase their homes
under this innovative program. Furthermore, to the extent PHAs pursue development of USDA
Rural Development REPOs, MFA will coordinate with them to provide HOME funding.

Discussion of supportive housing activities being undertaken to address the priority housing
needs of persons who are not homeless (elderly, frail elderly, persons with disabilities, persons
with HIV/AIDS, persons with alcohol or other substance abuse problems).Activities addressing
the needs of persons who are not homeless are part of the discussions on pages 66 through 68
of the 2011 Action Plan.

According to HUD, special needs populations are “not homeless but require supportive housing,
including the elderly, frail elderly, persons with disabilities (mental, physical, developmental),
persons with alcohol or other drug addiction, persons with HIV/AIDS and their families, public
housing residents and any other categories the jurisdiction may specify.”* Because individuals in
these groups face unique housing challenges and are vulnerable to becoming homeless, a
variety of support services are needed in order for them to achieve and maintain a suitable and
stable living environment. Several of these are addressed below:

In New Mexico, support for the elderly population is provided by the New Mexico Aging and
Long-Term Services Department. The role of this organization is to provide independence and
dignity for elderly persons in New Mexico. The five divisions of this agency serve to address the
varied needs of older persons in the state and are described as follows:

e Consumer and Elder Rights Division — includes the Aging and Disability Resource Center,
which provides information, outreach, resource coordination, and referrals to private and

! Consolidated Plan Final Rule 24 CFR Part 91. United States Department of Housing and Urban Development. Community Planning
and Development. 1995. 14.
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